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    ICC Approves New Water Rates for Whispering Hills Water


The Illinois Commerce Commission recently approved new water rates for Whispering Hills Water Company.


The company requested an increase in annual revenue of $572,551.  The Commission approved adjustments in a number of areas resulting in a final annual revenue increase of $352,515, which is approximately 52 percent higher than current revenue.
             The company’s last rate increase was approved in 1995.


Adjustments or reductions to the company’s request were in the areas of working capital, depreciation rates, rate case expenses and rate of return.

The Commission approved an increase in the new customer charge from $15 to $25, the charge for temporary disconnection of service will increase from $15 to $37.50, and the service reconnection fee will increase from $7 to $37.50.  The order also allows a return on equity of 9.82 percent and an overall rate of return of 7.79 percent.


Whispering Hills Water Company, a subsidiary of Utilities Inc., provides water service to 2,300 customers in McHenry County and Lake County.  New rates are expected to take effect in early November.
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