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Bulletin 05-02

Power Disconnects
83 Ill. Adm. Code Part 785.55.a Power and Communications Systems
3) Main power supply systems, both AC and DC, shall be designed to enable a practical, safe disconnection of all interior feed circuits using a master or zoned master switches or fuses.  Multiple locations for zoned master switches or fuses may be utilized, but no more that three locations per floor shall be permitted except that existing telecommunications switch facilities with multiple power supply systems exceeding three locations per floor shall develop and utilize a coded layout plan for effective zoned disconnections subject of individual approval by the Office of the State Fire Marshal.  Details of such disconnect plan shall be made a part of the pre-emergency plan.

These three points of disconnection are generally considered to be (1) the commercial AC power, (2) the stand-by generator, and (3) the DC power.  A single point of disconnect can consist of several DC power boards that are within close proximity.  The installation of secondary DC power plants may cause the central office to become noncompliant with the administrative code.  The Telecom Engineering staff is available for consultation regarding placement of disconnect locations.  Note that the code allows for three disconnection points per floor.  Additional disconnect points on different floors are allowed.
The web location is:

 http://www.ilga.gov/commission/jcar/admincode/083/08300785sections.html
If you have any questions please contact Russell W. Murray at 217-558-4162 or by email at rmurray@icc.illinois.gov
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