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ICC Announces 2008 an Historically “Safe” Year at Highway-Rail Crossings in Illinois

Improvements noted

Preliminary statistics compiled by the Illinois Commerce Commission’s (ICC) Railroad Safety Section indicate that 2008 was one of the safest years yet in Illinois in terms of collisions at public highway-rail crossings.
Railroad safety is one of the ICC’s top priorities. Based on the reduction of train-vehicle collisions, the ICC’s Rail Safety Program has become one of Illinois’ most effective public safety programs. Since 1990, motor vehicle-train crashes at grade crossings in Illinois declined by 59.7 percent and the number of fatalities dropped by 56.1 percent.  Since 1999, collisions at public highway-rail grade crossings in Illinois have declined by 27 percent.
Illinois is one of the key transportation hubs in the nation, with the country’s second-largest rail system, including the largest rail freight hub in Chicago, and the nation’s third-largest highway system, with 139,940 miles of highways, streets and roads and over 26,400 bridges.   Illinois is one of several states with extensive rail/highway traffic that experience a high number of fatal crashes at highway-rail grade crossings, even with the cumulative and on-going safety efforts. 
Both rail and highway systems are among the most heavily used in the nation in terms of volume of traffic, with much of the traffic concentrated in the Chicago metropolitan region. There, the urban mass transit system serves an average of nearly 600 million passengers a year over an extensive network of bus and rail routes.

Keeping the grade crossing portion of this transportation network operating safely and efficiently involves the combined efforts of  local, state and federal governments as well as the private sector.  Comprehensive and focused programs including grade crossing closures, engineering improvements at and around crossings and public education, such as Operation Lifesaver have combined to help make Illinois statistically safer, and this trend continued in 2008. 

Some highlights of the preliminary report include:

· Collisions at public highway-rail crossings are down, 129 in 2008 compared 130 in 2007.

· Vehicle Fatalities at public highway-rail crossings are down, 15 in 2008 compared to 16 in 2007.

· Pedestrian Fatalities at public highway-rail crossings down, 10 in 2008 compared to 12 in 2007.

· Total Fatalities at public highway-rail crossings down, 25 in 2008 compared to 28 in 2007.

· Total Injuries at public highway-rail crossings down, 52 in 2008 compared to 54 in 2007.

· Collisions Resulting in a Fatality at public highway-rail grade crossings down; 24 in 2008 compared to 25 in 2007.

· 71.3 percent of Collisions occurred at highway-rail crossings with train activated warning devices (automatic flashing light signals, or automatic flashing light signals flashing lights and gates).

· 68.0 percent of Fatalities occurred at highway-rail crossings with train activated warning devices (automatic flashing light signals, or automatic flashing light signals flashing lights and gates).

A complete copy of the report can be found at the Railroad Safety section of the ICC’s website, http://www.icc.illinois.gov/railroad/.
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