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ICC releases five-year rail crossing safety improvement plan
Includes proposed projects for local roads 
The Illinois Commerce Commission plans to spend more than $151 million to improve safety at nearly 300 highway-rail grade crossings across the state in the next five years, according to a plan released this week.
The ICC report outlines the statutory obligation and agency goals for improving public safety at rail crossings in the state.  With vigilant focus on the “Three E’s” (Education, Enforcement and Engineering), the Commission orders safety improvements at public highway-rail crossings with the cost of such improvements paid by the state, the railroads, and local governments. 

On state roads, the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) pays the majority of the costs through the State Road Fund. 

For local roads, the Illinois General Assembly created the Grade Crossing Protection Fund (GCPF) to bear the majority of the costs of improvements.

The scope of the projects included in the plan range from automatic flashing light and signal upgrades, which can cost nearly $200,000, to multi-million dollar grade separation (bridge or tunnel) projects, such as the Belmont Road/Burlington Northern Rail overpass in Downers Grove ($36.2 million).
The report, “Crossing Safety Improvement Plan,” is posted on the ICC’s website at: http://www.icc.illinois.gov/.
ABOUT THE GRADE CROSSING PROTECTION FUND (GCPF)

Project selection and management of GCPF highway-rail safety projects include safety improvements such as the installation of new warning systems, highway approach improvements and the construction/reconstruction of grade separation structures. The Commission administers the GCPF, which is funded by motor fuel tax money designated for rail safety improvements. The General Assembly appropriates $27 million annually for GCPF projects.
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