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                       ICC Rail Staff Urges FRA to Adopt New Safety Requirements

                      For High Speed Rail Corridors
The Illinois Commerce Commission Railroad Safety staff today recommended the Federal Railroad Administration adopt new safety guidelines for high-speed rail crossings.  Staff urged the FRA to require high-speed crossings be uniformly engineered with safety systems that address both moving vehicles and vehicles that may remain stopped on a rail crossing.  The FRA is preparing new guidelines for the implementation of high-speed passenger rail lines in the United States.


Currently in the United States, only grade crossings located along the Northeast Corridor have such safety systems.

ICC staff agrees with the FRA that the risk and severity of collisions and derailments increases with speed.  Raising maximum passenger train speeds from 79 mph to 110 mph reflects a 40 percent increase in speed and a greater risk of passenger train derailments caused by train-vehicle collisions.


ICC staff recommended the FRA adopt three new high-speed rail safety principles as part of their process, including:
(1) Elimination of all redundant or unnecessary grade crossings that cannot be made safe due to crossing geometry or proximity of complex highway intersections;
(2) Installation of either four-quadrant gate or barrier gate safety systems that are equipped with presence/intrusion detection and tied to the new Positive Train Control systems, where trains operate at speeds between 80-110 mph. The presence/intrusion detection systems must include the capability to detect any object of significant obstruction (e.g. car, truck) on a crossing; the presence/intrusion detection systems must communicate to approaching passenger trains the presence of any significant obstruction in time for the train to reduce speed (i.e. approximately 20 mph) or stop before reaching the crossing; freight trains operating through the corridor are not governed by this information unless route conditions indicate and the freight railroad so elects;
(3) Elimination of or grade-separate all grade crossings where trains speeds exceed 110 mph.

ICC staff also urged federal rail planners to require locked gates with dispatch control over entry at private grade crossings where train operating speeds range from 80 to 110 mph, unless vehicular traffic warrants the same safety treatments as public grade crossings.
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