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 ICC Approves Updated Signals/ Gates, Constant Warning Circuitry

                       In Cook, DuPage, Kane and DeKalb Counties

The Illinois Commerce Commission approved a stipulated agreement requiring Chicago, Central and Pacific Railroad Company to replace existing crossbuck warning signs and antiquated automatic signals with new automatic flashing light signals and gates with constant warning circuitry at 12 grade crossings located in Cook, DuPage, Kane and DeKalb Counties.

Total cost for the safety improvements is $2.4 million.  The Commission authorized spending approximately $2.1 million from the Grade Crossing Protection Fund to help pay for the projects.  The expenditure will cover 90 percent of the cost.  The Illinois Department of Transportation will pay approximately $241,000 or ten percent of the total cost.  Chicago, Central and Pacific will pay for all future maintenance costs for the automatic warning devices.
The improvements will be made where the CC&P tracks intersect the following streets at: Oak Ridge Avenue, Hillside; Powis Road, Bartlett; Hopps Road, South Elgin; Rohrsen Road, Burlington; Romke Road, Burlington; Lukens Road, Genoa; Moose Range Road, Genoa; Base Line Road, Burlington; Kinston Road, Kinston; Snake Road, Kingston; Myelle Road, Kingston; and Snake Road, Kingston. 

All work is to be completed within 24 months of the Commission’s order.

ABOUT THE GRADE CROSSING PROTECTION FUND (GCPF)

Project selection and management of GCPF highway-rail safety projects include safety improvements such as the installation of new warning systems, highway approach improvements and the construction/reconstruction of grade separation structures. The Commission administers the GCPF, which is funded by motor fuel tax money designated for rail safety improvements. The General Assembly appropriates $42 million annually for GCPF projects. 
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