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   ICC Will Reopen AmerenIP’s Ottawa Transmission Line Case

The Illinois Commerce Commission voted today to reopen an AmerenIP transmission line case for reconsideration of the previously approved Ottawa to Wedron route, after residents living near the route argued that too little consideration was given to the line’s proximity to an airport and environmental concerns in the area near the Fox River.

The Commission entered an order in March approving AmerenIP’s proposal to build two new 138 kV transmission lines in LaSalle County to provide additional transmission capacity to an area that had suffered low voltage problems in recent years. As proposed, in Docket #06-0706  one line would extend 24 miles between AmerenIP’s North LaSalle substation to the Wedron Fox River substation.  The other, a nine mile long line, was to be constructed along the Fox River from the Ottawa substation to the Wedron Fox River substation.   The total cost of the project was estimated at $29 million.


The Commission agreed to reopen discussion of the Ottawa to Wedron section of the project to collect additional evidence on the disputed route.

Prior to the Commission’s decision five speakers from the Ottawa area addressed the issue, arguing that significant information had not been considered in the original proceeding.
  Those speakers included Twila Yednock, Katie Troccoli, Matthew Nelson, Fred Morelli and Kirk Smith.    

A schedule will be set within the next few weeks in the case.
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