5/2/2008


Public Comments Sought on Report Describing the 
Progress of the Ameren Utilities’ Real-time Pricing Program

The Illinois Commerce Commission (“Commission) is seeking comment on the 2007 Annual Report submitted by Central Illinois Light Company d/b/a AmerenCILCO, Central Illinois Public Service Company d/b/a AmerenCIPS, and Illinois Power Company d/b/a AmerenIP (jointly, “Ameren” or the “Ameren Utilities) to the Commission describing the first year of Ameren’s real-time pricing program called Power Smart Pricing.  The report was written by CNT Energy, the Program Administrator for the Power Smart Pricing Program.  The Commission is seeking public comment on the report.  The Commission is also seeking comment on the financial audit report about the program.
Background:


Section 16-107 of the Public Utilities Act (“Act) required electric utilities to file tariffs allowing residential customers to elect real-time pricing (“RTP”).  220 ILCS 5/16-107.  Section 16-107 further provides that if the Commission approves a RTP tariff under subsection (b-5), “the affected electric utility shall contract with an entity not affiliated with the electric utility to serve as a program administrator to develop and implement a program to provide consumer outreach, enrollment, and education concerning real-time pricing and to establish and administer an information system and technical and other customer assistance that is necessary to enable customers to manage electricity use.”  220 ILCS 5/16-107(b-15).  The Commission approved RTP tariffs for the Ameren Utilities in Docket Nos. 06-0691/06-0692/06-0693 (Cons.) (“Ameren RTP Docket”), and CNT Energy was selected to administer Ameren’s Power Smart Pricing program.

Section 16-107(b-15) of the Act requires the Program Administrator to submit an annual report “describing the operation and results of the program, including information concerning the number and types of customers using real-time pricing, changes in customers' energy use patterns, an assessment of the value of the program to both participants and non-participants, and recommendations concerning modification of the program and the tariff or tariffs filed under subsection (b-5).”  220 ILCS 5/16-107(b-15).  CNT Energy has prepared its 2007 Annual Report, which is available on the Commission’s website at on this webpage.  Also available on this webpage is a financial audit of the program.
In Finding 17 of the Commission’s December 20, 2006, Order in the Ameren RTP Docket, the Commission adopted a proposal allowing for public comments and an informal meeting on the annual report and financial audit, specifically ruling as follows:

following the publication of the annual report on the Commission’s web site a 30-day period shall be granted for public comment on the annual report; public comments shall be posted on the Commission’s web site with the annual report; within 15 days of the 30th day of the public comment period the PA [(Program Administrator)] shall facilitate a telephone conference where the annual report, audit, and public comments shall be discussed with the interested parties; the PA and the interested parties in this docket shall work to agree upon a convenient time and date for the telephone conference; the Commission shall provide notice of the telephone conference by sending notice to the parties in this docket and posting notice on the Commission’s web site in the same location as the PA’s annual report ….
While there is no requirement that the Program Administrator take any particular action as a result of the public comments and meeting, as also noted in the Commission’s Order “the Program Administrator would be free to implement those changes that it believes are practical, cost-efficient and pragmatic.”  Pursuant to the Commission’s ruling in the Ameren RTP Docket, the public is invited to comment on the report.  Comments should be submitted to eschlaf@icc.illinois.gov.  All comments submitted will be posted on the Commission’s website.  The comments are due by June 2, 2008.

Within fifteen days of the end of the comment period, a telephone conference will be held to discuss the report.  Therefore, the telephone conference for the 2007 Annual Report and financial audit will be held on a date between June 2, 2008 and June 17, 2008.  Please send an email to eschlaf@icc.illinois.gov by May 20, 2008 if you wish to participate in the telephone conference.  Subsequent to the end of the comment period, a second public notice will be provided indicating the date, time and call in number for the telephone conference.
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