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The Illinois Commerce Commission will meet at 1:30 p.m. Monday, March 12 to consider a request from the Ameren Companies for special permission to place into effect on less than 45 days notice several tariff provisions that would ease the impact of the Ameren Illinois Utilities’ new electric rates on residential, small commercial, certain primary and secondary schools, and certain governmental customers.  The tariff revisions consist of:

· A change to Rider Customer Elect Plan (“Rider CEP”) to eliminate all interest charges on deferred balances.

· Changes to Rider CEP to extend rate caps, to defer implementation of repayment, and to ensure the 14 percent step increases are firm for all residential participants.

· A new rider, Rider Rate Mitigation Credit (“Rider RMC”), to provide a one-time rate mitigation credit in either the month of March 2007 or April 2007, to all high energy-use residential customers who primarily are electric space heat customers.  This credit would total approximately $20 million for all three Ameren Illinois Utilities.
· A change to AmerenIP's Rider Hazardous Materials Adjustment Clause ("Rider HMAC"), which applies to recovery of costs related to claims associated with asbestos materials.  The change would allow AmerenIP to withdraw up to $10 million, with no obligation to be repaid, from the HMAC trust, and apply that to current residential electricity costs.

The special open meeting will be in the Commission’s main hearing room, on the eighth floor of the Michael Bilandic Building, 160 N. LaSalle St. in Chicago.
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