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ICC APPROVES ELECTRIC RELIABILITY REPORTS
The Illinois Commerce Commission approved reliability assessments of the state’s largest electric utilities Wednesday, noting that some of the utilities serving downstate service areas must improve tree trimming and vegetation management around power lines to enhance the reliability of their distribution systems.

The assessment of reliability, which is reviewed at least every three years in accordance with state law, is meant to examine the utility’s historical performance against established state and federal electric reliability standards, evaluate the utility’s plans to maintain or improve reliability and to develop an implementation plan for improvements.

The Commission expressed particular concern with the lack of adequate tree trimming, saying that vegetation growing too close to power lines can lead to widespread power interruptions.

The reports approved today were filed in 2004 for the calendar year 2003.  ICC staff may seek additional information or clarifications and often will perform visual inspections of power lines to verify data found in the reports.

This year, a more thorough review was performed for the Ameren companies and improvements recommended to tree trimming programs to eliminate tree interference with distribution lines.  Other recommendations included improving inspection and maintenance programs, additional lightning arrestor installation, and quicker repair of worst performing circuits.  

ICC staff will continue to meet with representatives of the Ameren companies including Central Illinois Light Company, Central Illinois Public Service Company, Illinois Power Company and Union Electric to ensure the specific improvements are made.

Reliability reports for the Ameren companies as well as Commonwealth Edison, Interstate Power and Light, South Beloit Water, Gas and Electric Company, MidAmerican Energy Company and Mt. Carmel Public Utility Company are posted to the Commission’s web site at www.icc.state.il.us under the electricity section. 
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