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ICC Approves Beltline Rd. Railroad Bridge Replacement Near Rockford 
The Illinois Commerce Commission has granted approval for the construction of an overhead bridge carrying Beltline Road/County Highway 11 over the tracks of Illinois Railway, Inc. near Rockford, Winnebago County 

Winnebago County proposes to replace the existing, structurally deficient Beltline Rd. grade separation structure, originally built in 1946, with a new, three-span, 32-foot roadway structure.

Preliminary plans for the new structure have been approved by the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT).  The County estimates that the Beltline Rd. bridge will carry an estimated 1,500 vehicles per day at the time of completion. The majority of vehicles using the bridge are heavy trucks and other commercial traffic, which will continue to increase due to anticipated development in the area and the close proximity to the Chicago-Rockford Regional Airport. The airport is a major regional and national transportation hub of Federal Express Air and Ground Services.

The total cost for replacement of the Beltline Rd. bridge structure is estimated to be $2,240,000.  The County will utilize $691,000 in federal funding (obtained through IDOT’s Fiscal Year 2009 Major Bridge Building Program) to partially fund the construction project.  The Commission has approved a contribution in the amount of $1,344,000 from the Grade Crossing Protection Fund (GCPF) to assist the County in paying for the bridge project. The remainder of the project costs, approximately $205,000, will be funded by the County.  The proposed reconstruction of the Beltline Rd. structure is expected to take 18 months.
ABOUT THE GRADE CROSSING PROTECTION FUND (GCPF)

Project selection and management of GCPF highway-rail safety projects include safety improvements such as the installation of new warning systems, highway approach improvements and the construction/reconstruction of grade separation structures. The Commission administers the GCPF, which is funded by motor fuel tax money designated for rail safety improvements. The General Assembly appropriates $27 million annually for GCPF projects. 
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