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ICC Approves $23 Million Railroad Bridge Project in Chicago

The Illinois Commerce Commission has granted the City of Chicago approval to reconstruct an aging bridge that carries Laramie Ave. over CSX Transportation’s track.

The existing Laramie Ave. bridge was built north of Roosevelt Rd. over CSX’s tracks in 1939.  It is a 20-span structure, approximately 842 feet between abutments, with 21’-3” clearance over the top of the tracks.  Approximately three trains per day pass under the structure on three tracks, at a maximum speed of 10 mph.  

The existing overpass, which spans from Roosevelt Rd. to Lexington Street, is structurally deficient, and the City has installed steel bracing to support a majority of the open concrete piers.  Additionally, trucks are currently prohibited from using the bridge and the outside lanes have been closed to reduce travel to one lane in each direction.

The new structure will consist of five spans, with approximately 430 feet between abutments.  The vertical clearance over the tracks will also be improved to provide greater clearance than the 23 feet required by the Commission as outlined in 92 Ill. Adm. Code, Section 1500.  During construction, traffic will be detoured away from the bridge.
The project is estimated to cost $23,000,000.  The Commission granted the City $2 million in assistance from the Grade Crossing Protection Fund (GCPF) for the project. 

All remaining project costs will be the responsibility of the City.

ABOUT THE GRADE CROSSING PROTECTION FUND (GCPF)

Project selection and management of GCPF highway-rail safety projects include safety improvements such as the installation of new warning systems, highway approach improvements and the construction/reconstruction of grade separation structures. The Commission administers the GCPF, which is funded by motor fuel tax money designated for rail safety improvements. The General Assembly appropriates $27 million annually for GCPF projects. 
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