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ICC approves major highway-rail safety project in Granite City
The Illinois Commerce Commission has approved plans for the final phase of a nearly $30 million project to replace the existing Pontoon Road highway-rail grade crossing, which includes multiple tracks operated by the Kansas City Southern Railway Company, Norfolk Southern Railway Company and Union Pacific Railroad Company, with a new overpass structure in Granite City, Madison County. 
The total estimated cost for the safety improvements is $29.6 million.  The Grade Crossing Protection Fund (GCPF) will be used to pay $17.5 million of the project costs.  This represents the largest amount that the Illinois Commerce Commission has ever awarded for a single highway-rail safety improvement project in the history of the fund.  
More than $10 million will be paid by the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT).  Granite City and Madison County will pay $1.1 million.  $916,000 will be paid by Kansas City Southern Railway Company, Norfolk Southern Railway Company and Union Pacific Railroad Company.

Other safety improvements include closure of the existing 22nd Street grade crossing and the extension of Century Drive between 22nd Street and 20th Street.
The project was first proposed in 1999 and is expected to be completed in the next two years.

Over the years a total of 19 train/vehicle collisions have occurred at the existing Pontoon Road grade crossing, resulting in six fatalities and seven injuries.  In addition, 12 train/vehicle collisions have occurred at the 22nd Street crossing, resulting in one fatality.  
ABOUT THE GRADE CROSSING PROTECTION FUND (GCPF)

Project selection and management of GCPF highway-rail safety projects include safety improvements such as the installation of new warning systems, highway approach improvements and the construction/reconstruction of grade separation structures. The Commission administers the GCPF, which is funded by motor fuel tax money designated for rail safety improvements. The General Assembly appropriates $27 million annually for GCPF projects. 
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