Draft - For Discussion Purposes Only


Distributed Generation Rulemaking

Staff Draft Rule

June 22, 2012

Section xx.x Purpose
The purpose of this rule is to ensure that entities that install distributed generation facilities are in compliance with the requirements of subsection (a) of Section 16-128 of the Public Utilities (Act).

Section xx.x Definitions

Terms defined in Section 16-128A of the Act [220 ILCS 5/16-128A] shall have the same meaning for purposes of this Part as they have under Section 16-128A of the Act, unless further defined in this Part.
"Act" means the Public Utilities Act.

"Distributed generation facility" means the equipment used by a retail customer to generate or store electricity and that operates in parallel with the electric distribution system.  A distributed generation facility typically includes an electric generator, a prime mover, and the interconnection equipment required to safely interconnect with the electric distribution system or local electric power system. 

“Distributed generation installer” means the holder of a certificate from the Commission under this Part to install distributed generation facilities 
“Self-installer” means the same as that term is defined in Section 16-128A(a) of the Public Utilities Act [220 ILCS 5/16-128A(a)]
Section xx.x Applicability

Except for self-installers, this Part shall apply to installers of distributed generation facilities.  
Section xx.x Application Procedures

a)
All applications for certification under this Part shall be filed with the Chief Clerk’s Office and shall be verified as required by Section 200.130 of the Commission's "Rules of Practice" (83 Ill. Adm. Code 200.130). 


b)
Documents shall include the full name, address, telephone number and, unless the applicant has no facsimile number or e-mail address, facsimile number and e-mail address of the applicant.  An Applicant shall state whether it agrees to accept service by electronic means as provided for in Section 200.1050 of the Commission's "Rules of Practice" (83 Ill. Adm. Code 200.1050). In addition, documents shall be typewritten or printed on white paper 8½ inches by 11 inches or capable of being printed on white paper 8½ inches by 11 inches and shall have inside text margins of not less than one inch.
c)
Applications shall contain the following information:



1)
The type of certification sought by the Applicant. 


2)
A statement showing that the Applicant meets the requirements of this Part.

3)
Financial Information
Section xx.x
Types of Certification
a)
A certified distributed generation installer shall remain in compliance with the provisions of the Act and this Part.
b)
An Applicant may seek General Certification or Advanced Certification for a specific distributed generation technology.  An Applicant that obtains Advanced Certification under this Part is allowed to perform installations of distributed generation equipment for which General Certification is required.
c)
A certified distributed generation installer’s certificate shall remain valid for xxx years.

Section xx.x Certification Requirements

a)
General Certification

1)
To qualify for General Certification, an Applicant must be licensed as an electrician in at least one municipality in the State of Illinois.

2)
General Certification allows an installer to install distributed generation equipment when:

A)       The distributed generation facility has an nameplate capacity of 10 kVA or less; and

 

B)         The distributed generation facility is inverter-based; and

 

C)        The customer interconnection equipment proposed for the distributed generation facility is lab-certified.
b)
Advanced Certification

To qualify for Advanced Certification the Applicant must demonstrate:
1)
Completion of an apprenticeship as a Journeyman electrician, or
2)
Licensure as an electrician in at least one municipality in the State of Illinois, and;
A)
Three years of full time equivalent work experience performing installations of distributed generation equipment, or;
B)
Certification as a distributed generation installer for a specific generation technology from an industry-recognized accrediting organization, including, but not limited to, one of the following organizations:

i)

ii)

iii)


iv)


Section xx.x Fees and Penalties
The application fee for certification under this Part shall be $x00.  
Section xx.x Commission Oversight
a)
Upon complaint or on the Commission's own motion, the Commission may conduct an investigation of a certificate holder’s actions under any Section of this Part.

b)
For a first violation, the Commission may, in its discretion, after notice and hearing, suspend the certificate of the certificate holder so disciplined for a period of no less than one month. In determining whether to suspend the license of the certificate holder and the length of any suspension to be imposed the Commission shall consider whether the violation was deliberate or inadvertent, the harm or potential for harm to customers. For a second violation within a 5-year period, the Commission shall suspend the certificate of the disciplined certificate holder for a period of not less than 6 months. For a third or subsequent violation within a 5-year period, the Commission shall suspend the certification of the disciplined certificate holder for a period of not less than 2 years.  An installer whose certificate is suspended may reapply to the Commission for certification.
Section xx. x Complaint Procedures
Complaints shall be filed in conformance with 83 Ill. Adm. Code 200.160, 200.170 and 280.170. The complaint shall comply with the Commission's Rules of Practice (83 Ill. Adm. Code 200).

