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       ICC Approves Funds for Bridge Replacement Project



Round Lake Bench, Lake County 

The Illinois Commerce Commission today approved an appropriation of $12 million from the Grade Crossing Protection Fund (GCPF) to assist in the construction of a new railroad grade separation project in Round Lake Beach. 

The $66 million total cost to build the new bridge along with associated highway improvements will be shared by Lake County, the Village of Round Lake, the Illinois Department of Transportation and the Wisconsin Central Limited railroad.  
The new highway-rail grade separation will replace the existing Rollins Road (Lake County Highway 31) bridge crossing the WCL track in Round Lake Beach.  During construction of the highway-railroad grade separation, a temporary highway-railroad grade crossing with signals will be constructed south of the existing crossing to carry Rollins Road vehicular traffic over the rail line on a temporary basis.  Once construction is complete, the temporary highway-rail grade crossing will be removed.
Bids for the project will be let in the spring of 2014.  All work on the project should be completed by Dec. 31, 2014, according to the Commission’s order (Docket # T13-0041).

Project selection and management of the GCPF highway-rail projects include safety improvements such as the installation of new warning systems, highway approach improvements and the construction/reconstruction of grade separation structures.  The Commission administers the GCPF, which is funded by motor fuel tax money designated for rail safety improvements.  The General Assembly appropriates $42 million annually for GCPF projects.  The GCPF 5-year plan for railroad improvement projects may be viewed here:  http://www.icc.illinois.gov/reports/Results.aspx?t=18
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