	

	
	
	


June 12, 2014
COMMENTS
OF 
THE RETAIL ENERGY SUPPLY ASSOCIATION
ON THE COMMISSION STAFF’S 
PROPOSED PART 465 REVISIONS (MAY 13, 2014 DRAFT)
INTRODUCTION
The Retail Energy Supply Association (“RESA”) is a broad and diverse group of retail energy suppliers who share the common vision that competitive retail energy markets deliver a more efficient, customer-oriented outcome than a regulated utility structure.
  It is important that 83 Ill. Admin. Code Part 465, Net Metering Requirements, which applies to electric utilities and Alternative Retail Electric Suppliers (“ARES”) recognize the distinction between those two types of entities.  While electric utilities and ARES are both “electricity providers” within the meaning of Part 465, it is the electric utilities that control the metering process and, in the case of residential and small commercial customers, the billing and collection processes as well.  RESA submits the following proposed modification based on this distinction, on the Commission Staff’s May 13, 2014 revised draft of proposed revisions to 83 Ill. Admin. Code Part 465 (“Staff’s Revised Draft”).


SECTION 465.35, NET METERING APPLICATION AND ENROLLMENT PROCEDURES
RESA proposes to add the following as Subsection 465.35 (j) to Staff’s Revised Draft:  
j)
With respect to any non-competitive customer authorized for net metering offered by an electric utility that is switching to an alternative retail electric supplier, the electric utility must notify the alternative retail electric supplier via an electronic method approved by the utility of the customer’s status as a net metering customer.

Proposed Subsection 465.35 (j) provides that when a net metering customer switches its supply service from an electric utility to an ARES, the electric utility must notify the ARES via an electronic method, approved by the utility, that the customer being switched is a net metering customer.  It is appropriate that the utility flags these net metering customers so that the correct product is provided by the ARES to enable the customer to retain the full value of its net metered resources.  Absent notification from the utility, the ARES will not know that the customer being switched is a net metering customer.  Most likely, the ARES will find out that the customer was a net metering customer when the customer calls to complain that it is not receiving net metering credits.  Requiring notification from the electric utility would be a major improvement in customer service and does not appear that it would put an undue burden on the electric utility.

RESA also notes that Subection 465.35 (h) of the Staff’s Revised Draft requires ARES to notify electric utilities when a customer is authorized as a net metering customer.  Similarly, Subsection 465.35 (i) requires ARES to notify electric utilities when a customer’s authorization as a net metering customer is cancelled.  Such notifications make sense, as does RESA’s proposed requirement that electric utilities notify ARES when a customer being switched is a net metering customer.

CONCLUSION


RESA thanks the Commission Staff for the opportunity to submit these Comments.  In general, ICEA and RESA support the Commission Staff’s proposed amendments to Part 465.  However, RESA recommends that the Commission Staff make the modification proposed in these Comments to make Part 465 more workable for net metering customers and ARES.  
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� RESA’s members include AEP Energy, Inc.; Champion Energy Services, LLC; ConEdison Solutions; Constellation NewEnergy, Inc.; Direct Energy Services, LLC; GDF SUEZ Energy Resources NA, Inc.; Homefield Energy; IDT Energy, Inc., Integrys Energy Services, Inc.; Interstate Gas Supply, Inc. d/b/a IGS Energy; Just Energy; Liberty Power; MC Squared Energy Services, LLC; Mint Energy, LLC; NextEra Energy Services; Noble Americas Energy Solutions LLC; NRG, Inc.; PPL EnergyPlus, LLC; Stream Energy; TransCanada Power Marketing Ltd.; and TriEagle Energy, L.P..  The comments expressed in this filing represent the position of RESA as an organization but may not represent the views of any particular member of RESA.
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