News
from the Illinois Commerce Commission
Voice: Springfield. 217.782.5793  Chicago. 312.814.2850  FAX 217.524.0674   BBS 217.782.9233 http://www.icc.illinois.gov
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


March 6, 2012                                                                                        




     ICC Plug-In-Electric Vehicle Initiative Report Issued Today
Illinois rate options and electric infrastructure well 
prepared to handle plug-in electric vehicles

The Illinois Commerce Commission’s Plug-In Electric Vehicle Initiative Report, issued today found that Illinois’ electric grid is capable of handling the additional demand that could be created from the increased deployment of public and private charging facilities for plug-in electric vehicles (PEVs). The report also found that current electricity rates options create the correct incentives for PEV owners to charge their vehicles during lower priced off-peak times. Overall the existing regulatory structure of the electric industry in Illinois is well suited to incorporate the expanded deployment of plug-in electric vehicles throughout Illinois.

The Initiative is co-chaired by ICC Chairman Doug Scott and Commissioner Erin O’Connell-Diaz.


“We are very pleased to see that the PEV Initiative has reaffirmed that many of our current policies support the expanded deployment of electric vehicles in Illinois,” Commissioner O’Connell-Diaz said. “Some issues remain but they are narrowly focused or long term in nature, and the Commission will continue to work with the Electric Vehicle Advisory Council to resolve them.”

“Our policies promoting the use of real-time pricing and of competitive retail choice already provide customers with a roadmap for matching their electric supply to their PEV charging patterns,” Chairman Scott added. 


The ICC created the Plug-in Electric Vehicle Initiative in September, 2010, inviting utilities and all interested parties to assess the impact of the initial deployment of plug-in vehicles on the electric grid in Illinois. Issues such as whether new regulations were necessary, were the existing rate structures appropriate and what other types of support might be needed to develop charging infrastructure for plug-in electric vehicles were some of the many areas of analysis during the process.


In the Fall of 2011 the Commission formed five stakeholder-led workshops to provide a more in-depth study of key unresolved issues including the legal status of public charging stations, rate options for PEV charging, education and outreach issues, reliability, and if changes would be needed for the regulations that govern how utilities market programs and services. Those workshops largely reaffirmed that existing regulatory policies in Illinois were adequate for facilitating the adoption of PEVs. Many states are creating special rates for PEV charging. In contrast, the workshop that explored rate options determined that the existing real-time pricing option available in Illinois and the rapidly growing competitive retail marketplace, gives Illinois consumers appropriate rate options for PEV charging. The workshop that explored the legal status of charging stations recommended that the issue be clarified legislatively. 

The Commission’s PEV Initiative coordinated its efforts with the new legislatively enacted Electric Vehicle Advisory Council. The Initiative narrowed its focus to issues that are subject to Commission jurisdiction while the Council is focusing on broader issues. Both the ICC’s Initiative and the Council will continue to work together to recommend policies and strategies that the Governor and the General Assembly might implement to promote and foster the expanded use of electric vehicles in Illinois. 

The PEV Initiative Report will be forwarded to the Governor and the General Assembly. It is available on the Commission’s website at www.icc.illinois.gov/Electricity/PEV.aspx.
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