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         NEWS ADVISORY

        OPERATION LIFESAVER SAFETY TRAINS SCHEDULED 






   In ROCKFORD, DEKALB

   Commissioner O’Connell-Diaz to Introduce NTSB Chairman
                  


Operation Lifesaver and the Union Pacific Railroad will host special train trips May 19 and May 20 through northern Illinois to emphasize rail safety at highway-rail grade crossings and the dangers of trespassing on railroad property.


The first train will leave Rockford at 9 a.m. Monday and travel to Union, the location of the Illinois Railway Museum, before returning to Rockford at about 3 p.m.

Illinois Commerce Commissioner Erin O’Connell-Diaz will meet visitors and introduce National Transportation Safety Board Chairman Mark Rosenker at 9 a.m. Tuesday, in DeKalb prior to departure on the second safety train to Clinton, Iowa.  On the return trip, riders are scheduled to arrive in DeKalb at 2:30 p.m.   

The ICC works closely with the NTSB, a federal agency, which is charged by Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant accidents in other transportation modes including railroads.

There are more than 8,000 highway-rail grade crossings in the state of Illinois.  If you add pedestrian, private roadway and bridges to public highway-rail crossings the total is 16,328, or six percent of all crossings in the United States.   The Illinois Commerce Commission and Operation Lifesaver work to provide educational materials, safety workshops and events  on rail crossings to increase public awareness of the hazards of disregarding warning signs and signals at highway-rail grade crossings in order to reduce the number of accidents and fatalities that occur each year.
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