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     ICC Approves New Water/Sewer Rates for Northern Hills


The Illinois Commerce Commission Thursday approved new water and sewer rates for Northern Hills Water and Sewer Company, a subsidiary of Utilities, Inc. 


 The company filed a petition with the Commission March 15, 2010 proposing an increase in water rates to generate an additional $63,080 in annual revenue.  The company also proposed increasing sewer rates to generate an additional $197,033 in annual revenue.  Testimony was filed and hearings held in the case through 2010.

After a thorough review, including adjustments and reductions to the company’s proposal, the Commission authorized Northern Hills to increase rates to collect $42,946 in additional revenue for the water portion of the business and $157,915 for the sewer business.


Reductions or adjustments to the company’s proposal were made in plant in service, accumulated depreciation, deferred charges and cash working capital.  The Commission also approved several fee changes including increasing the reconnection charge from $20 to $37.50, the non-sufficient funds check charge from $10 to $25 and the new service application fee from $15 to $25.  

The Commission found that the company’s overall rate of return should be 7.79 percent and the return on equity 9.82 percent. 


Northern Hills provides water and sewer service to approximately 170 water customers and 180 sewer customers in Stephenson County.  The company’s last rate increase was approved by the ICC in April, 2004.
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