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   ICC Denies Nicor’s Proposed Purchase of Receivables Tariff 
The Illinois Commerce Commission today denied Nicor Gas’s proposal (Docket 12-0569) to establish a Purchase of Receivables tariff for Alternative Gas Suppliers (AGS) who choose to sell customer accounts to Nicor Gas for collection.  Nicor Gas would then collect the receivables of AGS customers as well as fees to recover its costs.
Under Illinois law customers of Nicor Gas, Peoples Gas and North Shore Gas companies may select an AGS for their service.  

Section 9-201 of the Public Utilities Act authorizes the ICC to approve special riders on bills if the rider is found to be just and reasonable.  Specifically, it states that if the Commission considers the propriety of “any proposed rate or other charge, classification, contract, practice, rule or regulation, the Commission shall establish the rates.....which it finds just and reasonable.”

The ICC found that Nicor Gas failed to demonstrate benefits of the proposed tariff would outweigh the costs to Nicor Gas’s current customers and might actually pose a serious risk for higher costs to the company’s current customers.

While the ICC does not regulate the prices offered by AGS, the ICC does regulate supplier sales and marketing practices to residential and small commercial customers and assists with customer disputes. Alternative Gas Suppliers offering service to residential and small commercial customers must be certified by the ICC. These suppliers must follow strict procedures when enrolling a customer to ensure the customer understands the terms of their agreement and that a record of the customer’s authorization is kept. Consumers looking for more information about natural gas choice or wishing to file a complaint against an AGS may contact the ICC’s consumer Services Division by calling 1-800-524-0795 or visit the ICC website at http://www.icc.illinois.gov/ags/consumereducation.aspx.
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