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                   Metra Operation Lifesaver Commuter Safety Campaign

                                 Opens April 1 in Downers Grove

     The Illinois Commerce Commission announced today that Metra’s Operation Lifesaver safety team will begin early morning safety blitz throughout six counties in and around Chicago Thursday, April 1 at the Belmont Avenue station in Downers Grove.
     The safety messages will be directed at approximately 30,000 commuters who use railroads to get to and from the region’s villages and cities for work or pleasure and will focus on advising commuters to use caution at all rail crossings at all times.  The safety team plans to visit 35 commuter stations between April 1 and the end of September to increase commuter awareness of grade crossing safety.
      Illinois is one of the key transportation hubs in the nation, with approximately 7,300 miles of railroad track.   Its rail system is the second largest in the United States and includes the largest rail freight hub in Chicago.  

     The ICC’s rail safety division works with Operation Lifesaver on public education and enforcement of grade crossing safety laws.  The Operation Lifesaver program is a public-private partnership designed to increase public awareness of highway-rail grade crossing hazards and to improve driver and pedestrian attention at railroad crossings through compliance with crossing sign and signal traffic laws.

    Operation Lifesaver Director Chip Pew noted that while collisions at crossings have declined in the past six years, fatalities and injury continue to occur.  “Our safety efforts can be summarized as the three E’s, education, engineering and enforcement,” Pew said.  “Keeping the grade crossings in this transportation network operating safely and efficiently involves cooperation among local, state and federal governments as well as the private sector.”  
     The team is scheduled present its safety messages in April at the following locations:
                    April 1—Belmont Avenue station, 5000 Belmont Rd., Downers Grove;

                    April 2—Wood Dale station, 199 E. Division St., Wood Dale;

                    April 5—Robbins station, 139th & Utica, Robbins;

                    April 19—Elburn station, 43W 166 Keslinger Rd., Elburn;

                    April 23—O’Hare Transfer station,10300 Zemke Rd., Chicago;

                    April 28—Clarendon Hills station, 1 S. Prospect Ave., Clarendon Hills;

                    April 30—Park Ridge, 100 S. Summit, Park Ridge.

A complete list of dates and sites for the Metra Operation Lifesaver safety campaign is available at Operation Lifesaver Safety blitz schedule:
527 East Capitol Avenue, Springfield, IL 62701

