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ICC ADOPTS RESOLUTION SUPPORTING LOW INCOME ENERGY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM FUNDING
The ICC adopted a resolution today urging Congress and the Obama Administration to fund the Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) at $5.1 billion.

 The resolution acknowledges that Congress, the Administration, and our nation confront challenging fiscal decisions, and recognizes the need to work cooperatively to address our country’s deficit in a manner that will promote job growth and economic recovery.

However, Commissioner John Colgan, who sponsored the resolution, said he is concerned that the President’s FY 2015 budget proposal reduces LIHEAP funding by $674 million dollars, threatening to reduce the number of households served by more than 1 million.  “In the middle of a brutal winter, surging energy prices, and continued economic struggles for the nation’s most vulnerable, a reduction of almost 20 percent is, quite simply, unbearable.  Cuts to this vital program will have a significant negative effect on the elderly, children, veterans, and individuals with special needs,” said Colgan.

LIHEAP is the main federal program that helps low income households, people with special needs, and seniors with their energy bills, providing vital assistance during both the cold winter and hot summer months.

The U.S. Census recently reported that 46.5 million people lived in poverty in 2012, the largest number in the 56-year history of published poverty estimates. “The increasing poverty rate, coupled with underfunding of energy assistance programs, produces an increase in arrearages and service disconnections that cause families to resort to unsafe and life-threatening measures in lieu of utility services,” said ICC Chairman Doug Scott. 
According to the National Energy Assistance Directors’ Association (NEADA), last year LIHEAP provided vital energy assistance to 6.7 million households, a decrease of 1.3 million households since 2010. Also the number of veteran households served by LIHEAP increased by more than 150 percent during the same period from about 700,000 in FY 2008 to 1.78 million in FY 2011, which represents an increase from 12 percent of total LIHEAP recipients to 20 percent since 2008.
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