[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.jpg]C
»

NGA POPULLI AMERIKAN
OD AMERICKOG NARODA




[image: image3.png]% ZYRA E RREGULLATORIT PER ENERGJI
ENERGY REGULATORY OFFICE

REGULATORNI URED ZA ENERGIJU



                    

      

National Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners’ 

Energy Regulatory Partnership Program

The Energy Regulatory Office of Kosovo
and 

The Illinois Commerce Commission
www.narucpartnerships.org
Second Partnership Activity 

Final Agenda

(Version: June 4, 2009)

Sponsored by the

United States Agency for International Development (USAID) 
National Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners (NARUC)

June 8 – 12, 2009
Chicago, Illinois
Washington, DC
[image: image4.jpg]National
Association of
Regulatory
Utility
Commissioners





List of Participants
Kosovo
Energy Regulatory Office
http://www.ero-ks.org/
Honorable Dr. Ali Hamiti, Chairman
Honorable Nysret Avdiu, Board Member
Mr. Afrim Ajvazi, Head of Legal and 

     Licensing Department

Mr. Rifat Blakaj, Head of Market Structure 
     and Energy Supply Department
Mr. Muharrem Gashi, Economist, Pricing 

     and Tariff Department

United States

Illinois Commerce Commission
http://www.icc.illinois.gov/
Honorable Charles E. Box, Chairman
Honorable Lula Ford, Commissioner

Honorable Erin O’Connell-Diaz, Commissioner

Honorable Sherman Elliott, Commissioner

Tim Anderson, Executive Director 
Bob Bensko, Homeland Security Director, 

External Affairs
Sean Brady, Legal and Policy Advisor to the 

Commission  

Torsten Clausen, Director, Office of Retail Markets 
Joyce Davidson, Manager, State Regulatory
Affairs Government Relations, Midwest ISO
Christine Ericson, Deputy Solicitor General, 

Office of General Counsel
Carmen Fosco, Staff Counsel, Office of General
Counsel
Matthew Harvey, Staff Counsel, Office of General 
    Counsel
John Hendrickson, Manager, Rates Department
Joan Howard, Consumer Policy Analyst, Consumer 
    Services Division 
Laurie Karman, Regulatory Liaison, Ameren 

Illinois Utilities 

Eve Moran, Administrative Law Judge, 

Peter Muntaner, Director, Consumer Service Division
Nora Naughton, Managing Counsel, Federal &
External Issues Group
Alan Pregozen, Manager, of Finance Department 
Randy Rismiller, Manager, Federal Energy Program   
Brad Smith, IT Manager of Development, 

Information Technology Services
Mary Stephenson, General Counsel, Office of 

General Counsel 
Brian Sterling, Public Information Officer, Office of  

    Public Affairs 
Scott Struck, Supervisor, Accounting Department  
National Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners (NARUC)

http://www.naruc.org
Ms. Martina Schwartz, Manager, International 
     Programs

Objective

This is the second exchange in a series of partnership activities designed as a vehicle to share experience and information between the Energy Regulatory Office (ERO) of Kosovo and the Illinois Commerce Commission (ICC) with the goal of improving regulatory practices and fostering sustainable relationships between the two partnering institutions.  The purpose of these regulatory synergies is to create a framework through which a specific U.S. public utility commission works with an individual energy regulatory authority in developing its institutional and decision-making capacities in market-based regulation. 
This partnership activity will focus on several key regulatory themes including public participation and access, decision-making procedures and current regulatory challenges. Additionally, the delegates will discuss price regulation process, deregulated markets, demand side management, new generation siting and authorization procedures, power purchase agreements, regulatory treatment and permitting of the renewable energy sources, legal case management, and other timely topics. The ERO regulators will also discuss market development, reliability, and security of supply issues with the U.S. federal regulators.
Program Agenda

Friday, June 5
18:25

ERO Representatives arrive in Chicago, IL

 
(United Airlines # 951 from Washington/Dulles to Chicago)
Matt Harvey & Tiffany Chappell Ingram will welcome delegates at the airport

Transfer to hotel by shuttle:
Chairman Charles Box will welcome delegates at the hotel

Renaissance Chicago Hotel

1 West Wacker Drive

Chicago, IL, 60601



Tel: +1-312-372 7200



Fax: +1-312 372 0093



http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/chisr-renaissance-chicago-hotel
Free evening

Saturday, June 6
Breakfast at hotel
Acclimation day
Sunday, June 7
Breakfast at hotel

Acclimation day 
12:00 
Lunch & Activity with Chairman Charles Box, Commissioner Erin O’Connell-Diaz and Commission Staff
19:55

NARUC Representative Martina Schwartz arrives in Chicago, IL



(United Airlines #629 from Washington, DC to Chicago)
Monday, June 8 
Breakfast at hotel
Session Topics:
Key Regulatory Issues and Challenges; Working Relationships with Other Stakeholders; Regulatory Information Flow
08:00

Depart hotel for the Illinois Commerce Commission
Main Room
Chairman Charles Box will escort delegation to the Commission’s Chicago Office

(160 North LaSalle Street, Suite C-800, Chicago, IL 60601; Tel: 312-814 2850)
08:30               Welcoming Remarks

Honorable Charles Box, Chairman, Illinois Commerce Commission

Honorable Ali Hamiti, Chairman of the Board, Energy Regulatory Office (ERO)

Ms. Martina Schwartz, Manager of International Programs, NARUC

Introduction of ICC Commissioners and Staff

Introduction of ERO Commissioners and Staff  

09:00

Recent Regulatory Developments at ICC and Regional Issues
Chairman Charles Box, ICC
09:45
Recent Regulatory Developments at ERO and Regional Issues 
Chairman Ali Hamiti, ERO
10:30               Coffee Break
10:45               Working Relationships of ICC with other State and Federal Institutions
Tim Anderson, Executive Director, ICC     
                                     

11:15               Working Relationships of ERO with Utilities, other National and Regional Institutions

Commissioner Nysret Avdiu, ERO
11:45
Break
12:00               Organization of PJM States 


Commissioner Lula Ford, ICC


Organization of MISO States 



Commissioner Sherman Elliott, ICC


Joyce Davidson, Manager, State Regulatory Affairs Government Relations, 



Midwest ISO
12:30              Lunch (at ICC)
Keynote Speaker: Laurie Karman, Ameren  Illinois Utilities 


Topic: Uncollectibles & Non-technical losses

13:45
Tour of the Illinois Commerce Commission 

14:15
Illinois Commerce Commission’s Statutory Authority and Mandates 
Matthew Harvey, Staff Counsel, ICC
14:45               Confidentiality & Ethics
Mary Stephenson, General Counsel, ICC
15:15
Coffee Break

16:30
Data Management & Systems 

N801
Brad Smith, IT Manager of Development via video conference 

17:00
Adjourn               
18:00

Welcome Dinner with Commission & Staff 
Tuesday, June 9
Breakfast at hotel
Session Topics:
Public Participation in the Regulatory Process; Regulatory Information Flow
08:30

Depart hotel for the Illinois Commerce Commission

09:00
Commission Meetings & Procedures Overview
Main Room     Commissioner O’Connell-Diaz and Eve Moran, Administrative Law Judge, ICC
9:45
ERO Procedures for Conducting Public Hearings

Afrim Ajvazi, Head of Legal and Licensing Department, ERO
10:15
Coffee break
       
10:30

Commission’s Regularly Scheduled Open Meeting 


(ERO Delegates will witness a Commission meeting in progress)
11:30               Public Participation, Public Hearings & the Media
N801

Bob Bensko, Homeland Securing Director via video conference



Brian Sterling, Public Information Officer, ICC 
12:00

Regulatory relationships with customers and the media
S801

Afrim Ajvazi, Head of Legal and Licensing Department, ERO

12:30

Consumer Services Division



Peter Muntaner, Director of Consumer Services Division, ICC


Joan Howard, Consumer Policy Analyst, ICC
13:00              Lunch (at ICC)
Commonwealth Edison discussion on demand side management and energy efficiency issues and implementation 

14:30
Smart House Tour
Located at the Museum of Science & Industry

Hosted by Commonwealth Edison 
17:00

Adjourn

Free evening

Wednesday, June 10 
Breakfast at hotel
Session Topics:   Price Regulation Process; Dispute Settlement
08:30

Depart hotel for the Illinois Commerce Commission

09:00               Overview of Price Regulation and Basic Ratemaking Process:  Perspectives

S801
from Illinois

                        Commissioner Sherman Elliott, ICC
09:30
 
Mini Rate School



Discussion and exploration of ratemaking principles in Illinois 


Accounting – Scott Struck, Supervisor of Accounting Department, ICC 



Finance – Alan Pregozan, Manager of Finance Department, ICC


Rates – John Hendrickson, Manger of Rates, ICC
11:30
Coffee break
11:45
Demand Side Management: Issues and Challenges in Kosovo

Rifat Blakaj, Head of Market Structure and Energy Supply Department, ERO
12:30
Lunch (at ICC)
Discussion on Illinois’ competitive retail market
Torsten Clausen, Director of the Office of Retail Market Development, ICC
13:15
Current Status of Price Control, Tariff Development and Approval at ERO:

Main Room 
Electric Tariff Methodologies and their Application in Future Rate Proceedings

Muharrem Gashi, Economist, Pricing and Tariffs Department, ERO
13:45               Energy, Capacity & Renewable Energy Credit Procurements 

Carmen Fosco, Staff Counsel, ICC
14:45

Discussion on Dispute Settlement processes at ICC & ERO


ICC Speakers
Afrim Ajvazi, Head of Legal and Licensing Department, ERO
15:30

Coffee break
15:45

Wrap-up discussion on the Day’s Topics
17:00

Adjourn
18:00 

Farewell group dinner with Commissioners and Staff 
Thursday, June 11 

Breakfast at hotel
Check-out (leave luggage at hotel for afternoon pick-up)

Session Topics:      Transition to Markets
08:30

Depart hotel for the Illinois Commerce Commission
09:00
Illinois Electricity Markets Pre & Post Deregulation 
Main Room
Chairman Charles Box, ICC
9:30
Expected Regulatory Issues in New Kosovo Mine and Power Plant Project

Chairman Ali Hamiti, ERO
10:15

Federal Energy Policy Group Panel Discussion 



Nora Naughton, Managing Counsel of Federal & External Issue Group, ICC


Christine Ericson, Solicitor General of Office of General Counsel, ICC


Randy Rismiller, Manager of Federal Energy Program, ICC
11:00

Discussion on Partnership issues; Future regulatory needs of the ERO 

11:45

Farewell lunch at nearby local restaurant
Transfer to hotel

13:30

ERO Participants and NARUC Staff transfer to O’Hare International airport
16:02

(United Airlines #620 Chicago – Washington, DC) – arrival at 18:52

Transfer to hotel

Check-in at hotel



Homewood Suites



1475 Massachusetts Avenue, NW



Washington, DC 20005



Tel: 202-265 8000

Fax: 202-265 5810
http://homewoodsuites1.hilton.com/en_US/hw/hotel/WASHWHW-Homewood-Suites-by-Hilton-Washington-District-of-Columbia/index.do

Free evening

Friday, June 12 

Breakfast at hotel

08:30
Participants depart hotel lobby, transfer to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC)

09:00
Meeting with Representatives of FERC 

(888 First Street, N.E., 5th Floor, Washington, DC 20426; www.ferc.gov)
(Presentation packets available on site)

Escort:

Ms. Sarah McKinley, State Relations, Office of External Affairs

The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) is an independent agency that regulates the interstate transmission of natural gas, oil, and electricity. FERC also regulates natural gas and hydropower projects.



Discussion topics:

· Role of FERC in Market Development

· Current Regional Market Initiatives

· Regional Reliability (NERC Regions)

· Reliability and Security of Supply

· Transmission Capacity Issues

11:30

Transfer to NARUC

12:00
Working Lunch and Discussions with Representatives of the National Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners (NARUC) and the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) 


NARUC representatives

Ms. Erin Skootsky, Director of International Programs


Ms. Martina Schwartz, Manager of International Programs


Mr. Miles Keogh, Director of Domestic Grants and Research
USAID representative: 

Robert Ichord, Chief, Energy & Infrastructure, Europe and Eurasia



Venue: NARUC offices



(1101 Vermont Avenue, NW, Suite 200, Washington, DC 20005; www.naruc.org)

14:00

Partnership meetings end

Free afternoon and evening

Saturday, June 13 

Breakfast at hotel
Check-out by 12:00 (luggage may be left at the hotel for afternoon pick-up)
Free morning

14:30

Transfer from hotel to airport by shuttle

17:40

United Airlines #9466 Washington/Dulles – Vienna

PAGE  
9
________________________________________________________________________________________

©NARUC-USAID Regulatory Partnership Program (http://www.narucpartnerships.org)


