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Brian Sterling
ICC Invites Illinois RTOs to Help Modernize Electric Distribution Grid

Working with MISO, PJM on Smart Grid will benefit Illinois ratepayers

The Illinois Commerce Commission today announced it was seeking the input, expertise and general experience of the state’s Regional Transmission Operators (RTOs) in working with the Illinois Statewide Smart Grid Collaborative (ISSGC) to help modernize the electric distribution infrastructure here.

In a letter sent to both the Midwest ISO (Midwest Independent Transmission System Operator) and PJM Interconnection, the Commission emphasized the importance of coordination and cooperation to maximize the value of any modernization investments.
The ISSGC will be looking at definitions, benefits and costs, implementation, and the cost effectiveness of investments geared toward modernizing the distribution grid.  The outcome of this collaborative will be a blueprint for developing and implementing modernization of the electric distribution grid. 
Considering their role in oversight of wholesale power markets and transmission reliability, the ICC believes the RTOs have a vital interest in the ISSG proceedings and has considerable experience to share—to the benefit of both Illinois ratepayers and themselves.  
“As Illinois considers the issues of open architecture and interoperability, it is vitally important that we work within both MISO and PJM’s overall mission of overseeing wholesale markets and transmission reliability,” said ICC Chairman Charles Box.

About the ISSGC
The purpose of the Illinois Statewide Smart Grid Collaborative is to develop a strategic plan to guide deployment of smart grid in Illinois, including goals, functionalities, timelines and analysis of costs and benefits, and to recommend policies to guide such deployment that the Commission can consider for adoption in a docketed proceeding. The analysis of benefits shall include reductions in utility costs related to maintaining and operating a distribution system as well as potential changes in consumer costs related to decreased energy consumption, reduced procurement costs, and increased price responsiveness and demand response. 
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