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Acting ICC Chairman Flores Seeks Partnership with Du Page Mayors and Managers to Grow Smart Grid

SPRINGFIELD—The Smart Grid is evolving so rapidly, and demands such significant infrastructure investment that today’s policymakers and elected officials are presented with great challenges, according to Acting ICC Chairman Manuel Flores. 

Flores addressed the Du Page Mayors and Managers Conference, a group of roughly 60 mayors and other municipal leaders gathered in Springfield for its annual Legislative Action Program.

“Innovations like Smart Grid have the potential to spur economic development in our communities and help customers conserve energy and thereby, save money,” Flores said 

The ICC can be a tremendous resource for local governments to help the Smart Grid evolve and thrive, he told the group.

“There are two processes underway in Illinois that will help define the future of the Illinois Smart Grid will look like,” he explained. 
“The first is the smart meter pilot project that ComEd is undertaking in parts of Chicago and some of the near west suburbs. This pilot is an important proof of concept study of the operational costs and benefits of deploying smart meters, as well as some investigation into what are the appropriate customer-facing parts of the smart grid such as experimental rate structures and new in-home technologies.
“The second process under way started in December of 2008 when the Illinois Commerce Commission ordered the two largest utilities in Illinois, ComEd and Ameren, to form a collaborative to investigate the issues surrounding Smart Grid; the resulting Illinois Statewide Smart Grid Collaborative has engaged a wide range of stakeholders and will reports its final policy recommendations to the ICC this October,” he added.

Aside from its regulatory function and consumer protection role, the ICC is a driving force in helping developing public policy in the areas it oversees. 
“Our meeting here today with the Du Page Mayors and Managers Conference is part of our strategy to enhance our proactive effort in encouraging consumers and other important community stakeholders to work together and explore new and innovative ways to bring our state to the cutting edge of technology. This will make everybody’s future brighter,” he emphasized.
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