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ICC Commissioner Elliott Appointed to Electric Grid Collaborative

The National Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners (NARUC) has appointed Illinois Commerce Commissioner Sherman Elliott to its joint federal-state Smart Grid Collaborative.

The collaborative, developed in early February, will serve as an important forum for discussing technological and other issues to facilitate the transition to a smart electric grid. Many companies are promoting Smart-Grid technologies and this dialogue will help regulators understand what is being developed and how it will impact consumers.

Elliott joins 15 other state commissioners from across the country on the collaborative. The group will focus on the implementation of emerging technologies, how the technologies will benefit consumers and the effect on the electric grid.

“Most importantly,” says Elliott, “we need to ensure that new technology contributes to the reliability and efficiency of the nation’s transmission system. By working with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC), this Collaborative will help us understand these developments.”

The Smart Grid Collaborative will have its first meeting during the July 20-23, 2008, NARUC Summer Committee Meetings in Portland, Ore.
Elliott, of Springfield, was appointed to a four year term by Governor Rod Blagojevich in December. He formerly served as manager of State Regulatory Affairs for the Midwest Independent Transmission System Operator (MISO).  In that role he was responsible for monitoring state and federal regulatory filings as well working with legislative, utility, regulatory and other stakeholder communities for those states in which MISO provides service.

Prior to joining MISO, Elliott was employed as a senior energy policy advisor to the Illinois Commerce Commission regarding state and federal issues for eight years.  

He also served as a senior economist in the rates section of the ICC’s Public Utilities Division where he developed and provided testimony on issues ranging from embedded cost of service rate design and rate planning matters in electric and natural gas cases.  


He received bachelor’s and master’s degrees in economics from the University of Illinois, Springfield. 
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