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ICC Approves ComEd’s Smart Meter Annual Report
The Illinois Commerce Commission Wednesday issued an order approving ComEd’s annual report on implementation of its Advanced Metering Infrastructure (AMI) plan (Docket 13-0285), including the company’s efforts to educate customers on the upcoming deployment of the smart meters.
Earlier this month the ICC approved ComEd’s revised schedule for installation of 60,000 new meters in its service area beginning in the third quarter of 2013.  ComEd had planned to delay deployment of smart meters until January 2015 for financial reasons, but Public Act 98-0015 required the company to begin installing the meters sooner, and the additional revenue was approved by the ICC in the company’s annual formula rate case June 5.  An additional 160,000 meters will be installed in 2014.
The Public Utilities Act requires that ComEd file with the ICC an AMI progress report each April 1, describing the investments made during the previous 12 months and the investments it plans to make in the next 12 months, with sufficient detail to determine it progress in meeting the milestones set in its plan.  The ICC reviewed the plan and found that ComEd met the requirements of the law.

ComEd installed approximately 120,000 meters as part of a pilot project three years ago and  although installation of additional smart meters has not yet begun,  it reported that it has completed several projects associated with the project including:

· Continued customer education on smart meters, developing a website for customer access to information and a peak/time energy rebate program;

· Evaluated and selected professional service providers and technology solutions; 

· Developed plans for deploying smart meters to the company’s full service territory; and 

· Implemented business processes to focus on deployment.
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