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          ICC Directs ComEd to Try To Accelerate Smart Meter Deployment 
The Illinois Commerce Commission issued an order Wednesday that allows ComEd to proceed with its revised smart grid deployment plan in 2015.  In addition, the Commission directed ComEd to explore opportunities to accelerate smart grid deployment and to describe its efforts in detail for the Commission’s consideration in ComEd’s April 1, 2013 smart grid progress report.
The decision, in ComEd’s Order on Rehearing, Docket 12-0298, acknowledged that the target date for beginning deployment of smart meters throughout the company’s service territory has passed, but Commissioners urged the company to explore ways to accelerate smart grid deployment so that customers receive the benefit of the efficiencies the smart meters will provide. 
ComEd filed its original smart grid deployment plan including a schedule in April 2012 and the ICC approved the plan with modifications in June, as provided for in the Energy Infrastructure Modernization Act (EIMA).  The Commission found the company’s plan met each of the criteria required by the EIMA, including findings that the plan was cost-beneficial, that it properly described how technology choices would be evaluated and prioritized to create customer value and that the plan contained milestones and metrics for measuring its success.  The Commission approved a deployment schedule, to begin in 2012, that was found to be consistent with EIMA requirements.
Beginning in 2013, EIMA requires ComEd and Ameren Illinois to submit reports by April 1 of each year regarding the progress it has made toward completing implementation of its smart grid deployment plan. These reports shall: (1) describe the smart grid deployment investments made during the prior 12 months and the smart grid investments planned to be made in the following 12 months; (2) provide sufficient detail to determine the utility's progress in meeting the metrics and milestones identified by the utility in its smart grid deployment plan; and (3) identify any updates to the smart grid deployment plan. 
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