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ICC Establishes Purchase of Receivables with Consolidated Billing Rider for ComEd
The Illinois Commerce Commission (ICC) has taken action designed to promote retail electric competition for residential and small commercial customers in ComEd’s service territory. 

The ICC decision requires ComEd to provide utility-consolidated billing and the purchase of receivables for retail electric suppliers. 
With consolidated billing, all residential customers and some commercial customers may choose a retail electric supplier and still have the convenience of receiving one bill from ComEd.  The retail electric supplier submits its monthly customer charges for power and energy to ComEd which then places those charges, along with its delivery charges, on one single bill to the customer. 
Through the purchase of receivables, retail electric suppliers are able to sell their receivables (the amount that customers owe to that retail electric supplier) to the utility at a discount. This encourages alternative suppliers to offer their services to every utility customer rather than serve only those above certain credit thresholds, thereby furthering the statutory goal of an “effectively competitive retail electricity market that operates efficiently and benefits all Illinois consumers.” 
In 2007 the General Assembly passed a law designed to remove certain barriers to competition for residential and small commercial customers in Illinois. The provisions of this law, Public Act 95-0700, require ComEd (and Ameren Illinois Utilities) to offer consolidated billing and the purchase of receivables. 
In approving the order, the Commission recognized that consolidated billing and the purchase of receivables will encourage more retail electric suppliers to enter the ComEd residential and small commercial market, essentially allowing more customers to benefit from greater competition. 
The Commission’s decision follows a series of collaborative workshops organized and hosted by the ICC’s Office of Retail Market Development. These workshops included utilities, retail electric suppliers, the Illinois Attorney General and the Citizens Utility Board. 
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