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                     ICC Order Holds ComEd Responsible for Power Interruptions







During July 11, 2011 Summer Storm

The Illinois Commerce Commission today granted a partial waiver of liability to ComEd for damages experienced by its customers when electric service interruptions occurred during a series of major storms that passed through the northern Illinois service area in June and July, 2011, but found the company may be liable for damages due to specific service interruptions that occurred on July 11.
ComEd filed a petition with the Commission on August 18, 2011, Docket 11-0588, seeking a determination that the company is not liable under Section 16-125 (e) of the Public Utilities Act for damages that resulted from service interruptions caused by the summer of 2011 storms. 
The Commission order states that the vast majority of damage to the ComEd transmission and distribution system that occurred during the storms was unpreventable due to severe weather conditions.  Liability is waived for five of the six storm events; however ComEd may be liable for damages some customers experienced on July 11, 2011. 
In a similar matter, Docket 11-0662, the Commission granted ComEd a waiver of liability for service interruptions that occurred February 1, 2011 during a major winter storm. In that case the Commission found that damage to the electric distribution system was unpreventable due to the severity of the weather.

Under the statute (Section 5/16-125 (h)), any customer or municipality seeking reimbursement needs to file a claim under Section 10-109 of the Act. Also according to Section 5/16-125(h), damages are limited to actual damages, which shall not include consequential damages or litigation costs.

In today’s order, the Commission directed ComEd to work with the ICC’s Consumer Services Division on a written notice to go out to 34,559 customers who are eligible to file a claim for reimbursement.  This notice will help customers file claims by describing the procedural steps involved and the types of evidence that customers will be able to bring in making their claims.  The notice should be sent within the next 60 days.
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