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Village of Arlington Heights
P P l i 76 300Permanent Population 76,300
Daily Workforce 46,000
Local Businesses 3,800

Infrastructure
Paved Public Roadway 265 miles

i 1 39Intersections 1739
Traffic Signal Controlled 60
Train Depot 2
Highway/Rail Grade Crossings 10



Arlington Heights – Union Pacific Railroad



PEERS – Public Education and Enforcement Research Study

2003 / 2004 (PEERS #1) $ 25,625

(PEERS #2) $ 10,221

2006 / 2007 $ 24 3002006 / 2007 $ 24,300

$ 60 146$ 60,146



Program Development

EngineeringEngineering

Education

Enforcement



Engineering – Advisory Signage



Engineering – Site Review



Education – Motorists & Pedestrians



Education – Motorist Advisory Notice

ARLINGTON HEIGHTS POLICE DEPARTMENT
Enforces Railroad Safety Laws:

OBEDIENCE TO SIGNAL INDICATING APPROACH OF TRAIN

WAIT FOR THE GATE!
Recently in Arlington Heights, 2 pedestrian died in separate 
incidents after being struck by trains.  As police officers we must 
investigate collisions involving trains, notify relatives, and deal 
with the lasting tragedy created by someone’s impatience or 
disregard for the law.  Everyday people risk their lives to “beat 
the train” even though signals and gates warned them to stop.  Is 

iti i t f t i t t t f i i
11-1201 (b) No person shall drive any vehicle through, around or under 

any crossing gate or barrier at a railroad crossing while such gate 
or barrier is closed or is being opened or closed.  Mandatory 
$250.00 fine for a first violation, and $500.00 for all subsequent 
violations.

11-1201 (d-5) No person may drive any vehicle through a railroad crossing

waiting a minute for a train to pass too great of an inconvenience 
to save your life?   Over 70 trains on 3 tracks cross Arlington 
Heights each day, with speeds varying greatly.  The relative speed 
of a train is difficult to judge.  Railroad tracks are not a place for 
children to play or for adults to set bad examples on safety 
practices.  Safe and lawful conduct around railroad crossings is 
contagious.  Set an example for other commuters to practice.  
Remember that trains always win, don’t violate warning signals.

11-1201 (d-5) No person may drive any vehicle through a railroad crossing 
if there is insufficient space to drive completely through the 
crossing without stopping.  Mandatory fine of $250.00 for a first 
conviction, and $500.00 for subsequent convictions.

11-1303 STOPPING STANDING OR PARKING PROHIBITED
Except when necessary to avoid conflict with other traffic, or in 
compliance with law or the directions of a police officer or 

Common CROSSING COLLISION Causes
The person sees the train coming, but misjudges speed and 
distance.
The person races the train to the crossing, and is either struck by 
the train, or runs into the side of it.
As the train clears the crossing, the person immediately starts p p

official traffic-control device, no person shall stop, stand or park a 
vehicle on any railroad tracks.  Mandatory fine of $500.00 or 50 
hours of community service. 

across the tracks without looking for other trains, and either 
strikes or is struck by a train running on an adjacent track.
A person becomes “too familiar” with a crossing and uses no 
caution when approaching the crossing.
A person is incapable of making a clear decision due to alcohol.

Look! Listen! Live!



Education – Pedestrian Advisory Notice
WAIT FOR THE GATE!

WARNING:
ARLINGTON HEIGHTS POLICE DEPARTMENT

Enforces Railroad Safety Laws:

WAIT FOR THE GATE!
Recently in Arlington Heights, 2 pedestrian died in separate 
incidents after being struck by trains.  As police officers we must 
investigate collisions involving trains, notify relatives, and deal 
with the lasting tragedy created by someone’s impatience or 
disregard for the law.  Everyday people risk their lives to “beat 
the train” even though signals and gates warned them to stop.  Is 
waiting a minute for a train to pass too great of an inconvenience 
to save your life? Over 70 trains on 3 tracks cross ArlingtonPEDESTRIAN DUTIES

11-1011 (b) No Pedestrian shall pass through, around, over or 
under any crossing gate or barrier at a railroad grade crossing or 
bridge while such gate or barrier is closed or is being opened or 
closed.  Mandatory $250.00 fine or 25 hours of community 
service for a first violation, and a $500.00 fine for a second or 
subsequent violation.

to save your life?   Over 70 trains on 3 tracks cross Arlington 
Heights each day, with speeds varying greatly.  The relative speed 
of a train is difficult to judge.  Railroad tracks are not a place for 
children to play or for adults to set bad examples on safety 
practices.  Safe and lawful conduct around railroad crossings is 
contagious.  Set an example for other commuters to practice.  
Remember that trains always win, don’t violate warning signals. 

OBEDIENCE TO SIGNAL INDICATING APPROACH OF 
TRAIN
11-1201 (b) No person shall drive any vehicle through, around or 
under any crossing gate or barrier at a railroad crossing while 
such gate or barrier is closed or is being opened or closed.  
Mandatory $250.00 fine for a first violation, and a $500.00 fine 
for all subsequent violations. 

Common CROSSING COLLISION Causes
The person sees the train coming, but misjudges speed and 
distance.
The person races the train to the crossing, and is either struck by 
the train, or runs into the side of it.
As the train clears the crossing, the person immediately starts 
across the tracks without looking for other trains, and either 
strikes or is str ck b a train r nning on an adjacent trackstrikes or is struck by a train running on an adjacent track.
A person becomes “too familiar” with a crossing and uses no 
caution when approaching the crossing.
A person is incapable of making a clear decision due to alcohol.

Look! Listen! Live!



Education- National Night Out



Education – Roll Call Training

Identified Grant Goals
Education  transitioning to Enforcement

i d A li bl SReviewed Applicable Statutes
Discussed Operational Logistics
Viewed cable access PSA 



Education – Type of Violation

Type I Violation

Active Warning Signal - visual 
and audible signals are activated. 
Bells and flashing lights are 

ti f 3 4 d b f thactive for 3-4 seconds before the 
gate arm begins to lower.



Education – Type of Violation

Type II Violation

Active Warning Signal -
with the lights flashing and bell 
ringing, the gate arm is partially 
lowered.



Education – Type of Violation

Type III Violation

Active Warning Signal - The 
gate arm is completely deployed 
as the visual and audible signals 

ticontinue.  



Education – Types of Violations

Outside – In violation

Upon activation of the ActiveUpon activation of the Active 
Warning Signal any motorist or 
pedestrian who violates the traffic 
control signal is subject to arrest.



Education – Collaborative Efforts
HARVARD LINE COMMUTERS RECEIVE SAFETY EDUCATION BLITZHARVARD LINE COMMUTERS RECEIVE SAFETY EDUCATION BLITZ 
Union Pacific Special Agents and Local Police Conduct On-Train Communications Campaign

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                     
OMAHA, Neb., April 20, 2007 – Today, Union Pacific in cooperation with Illinois Operation Lifesaver,  Illinois 
Commerce Commission, Metra and the Federal Railroad Administration are working together to promote safe decisions 
around highway-rail crossings and operations on the Harvard commuter rail line serving northwest Chicago. The safety 
campaign is being led by law enforcement representatives from Union Pacific and police officers from communities served 
by the Harvard line, including Arlington Heights, Barrington-Inverness, Cary, Crystal Lake, Des Plaines, Fox River Grove, 
Mount Prospect, Palatine, and Park Ridge.
"Rail safety is our number one priority," said Arnold Robinson, Union Pacific’s superintendent of commuter operations –
northern region. “Through our myriad of partners, we are able to effectively promote safety to Chicagoans and especially 
commuters served by Union Pacific on the Harvard line because we have seen first-hand that education can make a 
difference." 



Education / Enforcement - multi agency efforts

AHPD personnel and..

Operation Lifesaver
Union Pacific RR PD
Harvard Line PDs



Enforcement – Communications

Village Prosecutor

Judiciary



Enforcement – Village Prosecutor



Enforcement - Judiciary



Enforcement – Uniform Traffic Citation



Enforcement – Reference material
PEDESTRAIN RELATED OFFENSES
AM schedule
0613- E/B
0637- E/B
0640- W/B
0645- E/B X
0646- E/B 
0656- E/B

VEHICLE RELATED OFFENSES
PM Schedule
1622- W/B
1642- E/B
1704- W/B
1715- W/B X
1723- W/B
1730- W/B X

0704- E/B
0715- W/B
0716- E/B
0725- E/B X
0730- E/B X
0733- E/B
0745- E/B
0754- W/B

1732- E/B
1738- W/B X
1745- W/B X
1749- W/B 
1756- W/B
1803- W/B X
1810- W/B 
1815- W/B

0801- E/B
0803- E/B X
0805- E/B
0810- E/B X
0815- W/B

625ILCS 5/11-1011 (c)
Pedestrian Traversed Railroad Crossing While Train (Approaching/Present)

1819- E/B  X
1832- E/B 
1834- W/B
1839- W/B
1904- W/B
1907- W/B

625ILCS 5/11-1303 (h)g ( pp g )

625ILCS 5/11-1011 (b)
Pedestrian Disregarded Activated Railroad Crossing Signal

625ILCS 5/18c-7503 (i)
Trespassing on Railroad Property

( )
No (Parking/Standing/Stopping) on Railroad Tracks

625ILCS 5/11-1201 (b)
Disobeyed Activated Railroad Crossing Signal 

625ILCS 5/11-1201 (d-5)
Failure to Completely Clear Railroad Crossing



Enforcement – Personnel Assignments / Pedestrian Detail



Enforcement –Personnel Assignments / Vehicle Detail



Arlington Heights – Downtown Depot



Enforcement – Resource Deployment



Enforcement – Resource Deployment



Enforcement – Resource Deployment



Arlington Heights – Arlington Park Depot



Feedback - Community

Negative / Positive
Email
Letters
Phone Calls
Person
Fence Post Article



Reporting – General Case Report



Reporting – PEERS 1 & 2  Summary



Reporting – Peers 1 & 2 Summary



Reporting – Peers 3 Summary



Reporting – Elected Officials



In the End…..
h li i h li i ll b iThe Arlington Heights Police Department in collaboration 

with other Village Departments, Federal and State agencies, 
and Railroad partners realized a “statistically significant” p y g
impact on behavior modification as it relates to Railroad 
Safety .


