Illinois Commerce Commission’s

Underground Utility Damage Prevention Advisory Committee

Minutes of August 19, 2010 Meeting

Pursuant to Section 2.02 of the Illinois Open Meetings Act, 5 ILCS 120/1, et seq., a meeting of the Illinois Commerce Commission’s (“Commission”) Underground Utility Damage Prevention Advisory Committee (“Advisory Committee” or “Committee”) was convened at 10:00 a.m., at the Commission’s Springfield & Chicago Offices by Video Conference.  Present were:  Advisory Committee Members, Ted Andersen, Scott Bertulis and Matt Turk in Chicago, and Mark Frost in Springfield. 
1)
Approval of March 11, 2010, minutes.

The minutes of the March 11, 2010, Advisory Committee meeting were approved.  

2)     Consideration of contested cases.

	0246-09
	Ten-Yes
	220 ILCS 50/4(b) & 7, Failure to exercise appropriate care & notify JULIE of damage

	Topics of discussion included:  alleged violation reported; notice of investigation issued by Staff; Staff’s investigation; penalty assessed by Staff; and notice of violation issued by Staff.  No representative of Ten-Yes attended the meeting.  Mr. Allen Kish, a representative from Ameren, attended the meeting and answered questions from the Advisory Committee.  Mr. Kish indicated that the bill for the damages was in collections.  The Advisory Committee considered the information presented.  Ten-Yes will receive a letter stating the Advisory Committee’s determination.
Ted Andersen made a motion to uphold the finding of violation and penalty assessed by Staff.  Scott Bertulis seconded the motion.  All present voted aye to accept and issue the penalty to Ten-Yes.  


	0007-10
	Woodford County Concrete
	220 ILCS 50/4(d) Failure to provide proper notice to JULIE

	Topics of discussion included:  alleged violation reported; notice of investigation issued by Staff; Staff’s investigation; penalty assessed by Staff; and notice of violation issued by Staff.  No representative of Woodford County Concrete attended the meeting. Mr. Allen Kish, a representative from Ameren, attended the meeting and answered questions from the Advisory Committee.  Mr. Kish indicated that the bill for the damages was in collections.  The Advisory Committee considered the information presented.  Woodford County Concrete will receive a letter stating the Advisory Committee’s determination.

Ted Andersen made a motion to uphold the finding of violation and penalty assessed by Staff.  Scott Bertulis seconded the motion.  All present voted aye to accept and issue the penalty to Woodford County Concrete.


	0040-10
	Econo-Rooter
	220 ILCS 50/6(a) & 7, Failure to exercise appropriate care & notify JULIE of damage

	Topics of discussion included:  alleged violation reported; notice of investigation issued by Staff; Staff’s investigation; penalty assessed by Staff; and notice of violation issued by Staff.  No representative of Econo-Rooter attended the meeting. Mr. Allen Kish, a representative from Ameren, attended the meeting and answered questions from the Advisory Committee.  Mr. Kish indicated that the bill for the damages was in collections.  The Advisory Committee considered the information presented.  Econo-Rooter will receive a letter stating the Advisory Committee’s determination.

Ted Andersen made a motion to uphold the finding of violation and penalty assessed by Staff.  Matt Turk seconded the motion.  All present voted aye to accept and issue the penalty to Econo-Rooter.


	0029-10
	Ron Woods Excavating
	220 ILCS 50/4(d) Failure to provide proper notice to JULIE

	Topics of discussion included:  alleged violation reported; notice of investigation issued by Staff; Staff’s investigation; penalty assessed by Staff; and notice of violation issued by Staff.  No representative of Ron Woods Excavating attended the meeting. Mr. Richard Schroeter a representative of Project Resources Group, who handles damage investigations and claims for Charter Communications, attended the meeting and answered questions from the Advisory Committee.  Mr. Schroeter indicated that Ron Woods Excavating never cooperated with his investigation.  However, Woods insurance agent was cooperative and has paid the claims.  The Advisory Committee considered the information presented.  Ron Woods Excavating will receive a letter stating the Advisory Committee’s determination.

Scott Bertulis made a motion to uphold the finding of violation and penalty assessed by Staff.  Matt Turk seconded the motion.  All present voted aye to accept and issue the penalty to Ron Woods Excavating.


	0032-10
	Ron Woods Excavating
	220 ILCS 50/4(b) & 7, Failure to exercise appropriate care & notify JULIE of damage

	Topics of discussion included:  alleged violation reported; notice of investigation issued by Staff; Staff’s investigation; penalty assessed by Staff; and notice of violation issued by Staff.  No representative of Ron Woods Excavating attended the meeting.  Mr. Richard Schroeter a representative of Project Resources Group, who handles damage investigations and claims for Charter Communications, attended the meeting and answered questions from the Advisory Committee.  The Advisory Committee considered the information presented.  Ron Woods Excavating will receive a letter stating the Advisory Committee’s determination.

Matt Turk made a motion to uphold the finding of violation and penalty assessed by Staff.  Ted Andersen seconded the motion.  All present voted aye to accept and issue the penalty to Ron Woods Excavating.


	0033-10
	Ron Woods Excavating
	220 ILCS 50/4(b) & 7, Failure to exercise appropriate care & notify JULIE of damage

	Topics of discussion included:  alleged violation reported; notice of investigation issued by Staff; Staff’s investigation; penalty assessed by Staff; and notice of violation issued by Staff.  No representative of Ron Woods Excavating attended the meeting.  Mr. Richard Schroeter a representative of Project Resources Group, who handles damage investigations and claims for Charter Communications, attended the meeting and answered questions from the Advisory Committee.  The Advisory Committee considered the information presented.  Ron Woods Excavating will receive a letter stating the Advisory Committee’s determination.

Ted Andersen made a motion to uphold the finding of violation and penalty assessed by Staff.  Scott Bertulis seconded the motion.  All present voted aye to accept and issue the penalty to Ron Woods Excavating.


	0031-10
	Ron Woods Excavating
	220 ILCS 50/4(d) Failure to provide proper notice to JULIE

	Topics of discussion included:  alleged violation reported; notice of investigation issued by Staff; Staff’s investigation; penalty assessed by Staff; and notice of violation issued by Staff.  No representative of Ron Woods Excavating attended the meeting.  Mr. Richard Schroeter a representative of Project Resources Group, who handles damage investigations and claims for Charter Communications, attended the meeting and answered questions from the Advisory Committee.  Ted Andersen asked if the type of work Woods was doing, removing concrete chunks from a pit, would qualify as excavation.  Staff answered that it would.  The Advisory Committee considered the information presented.  Ron Woods Excavating will receive a letter stating the Advisory Committee’s determination.

Matt Turk made a motion to uphold the finding of violation and penalty assessed by Staff.  Scott Bertulis seconded the motion.  All present voted aye to accept and issue the penalty to Ron Woods Excavating.


	0030-10
	Ron Woods Excavating
	220 ILCS 50/4(a) & 7, Failure to take reasonable actions to be informed of utility location (no-refresh) & notify JULIE of damage

	Topics of discussion included:  alleged violation reported; notice of investigation issued by Staff; Staff’s investigation; penalty assessed by Staff; and notice of violation issued by Staff.  No representative of Ron Woods Excavating attended the meeting.  Mr. Richard Schroeter a representative of Project Resources Group, who handles damage investigations and claims for Charter Communications, attended the meeting and answered questions from the Advisory Committee.  Matt Turk asked if Woods was still working.  Mr. Schroeter answered yes, and indicated that Woods had paid other claims not connected with the damages considered in these cases.  Mr. Kish from Ameren indicated they had several damages from Woods as well.  The Advisory Committee considered the information presented.  Ron Woods Excavating will receive a letter stating the Advisory Committee’s determination.

Scott Bertulis made a motion to uphold the finding of violation and penalty assessed by Staff.  Ted Andersen seconded the motion.  All present voted aye to accept and issue the penalty to Ron Woods Excavating.


	0034-10
	Ron Woods Excavating
	220 ILCS 50/4(d)

	Topics of discussion included:  alleged violation reported; notice of investigation issued by Staff; Staff’s investigation; penalty assessed by Staff; and notice of violation issued by Staff.  No representative of Ron Woods Excavating attended the meeting.  Mr. Richard Schroeter a representative of Project Resources Group, who handles damage investigations and claims for Charter Communications, attended the meeting and answered questions from the Advisory Committee.  Matt Turk asked if the damaged facility was in the easement.  Mr. Schroeter indicated that it was.  The Advisory Committee considered the information presented.  Ron Woods Excavating will receive a letter stating the Advisory Committee’s determination.

Matt Turk made a motion to uphold the finding of violation and penalty assessed by Staff.  Scott Bertulis seconded the motion.  All present voted aye to accept and issue the penalty to Ron Woods Excavating.


	0035-10
	Ron Woods Excavating
	220 ILCS 50/4(a) & 7, Failure to take reasonable actions to be informed of utility location (no-refresh) & notify JULIE of damage

	Topics of discussion included:  alleged violation reported; notice of investigation issued by Staff; Staff’s investigation; penalty assessed by Staff; and notice of violation issued by Staff.  No representative of Ron Woods Excavating attended the meeting.  Mr. Richard Schroeter a representative of Project Resources Group, who handles damage investigations and claims for Charter Communications, attended the meeting and answered questions from the Advisory Committee.  The Advisory Committee considered the information presented.  Ron Woods Excavating will receive a letter stating the Advisory Committee’s determination.

Ted Andersen made a motion to uphold the finding of violation and penalty assessed by Staff.  Matt Turk seconded the motion.  All present voted aye to accept and issue the penalty to Ron Woods Excavating.


3)    Other Business.
Topics of discussion included: Staff was unsure when the next Advisory Committee meeting would be held.  
Matt Turk made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Scott Bertulis seconded the motion.  All present voted aye to adjourn the meeting. 
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