STATE OF ILLINOIS

COMMERCE COMMISSION

PUBLIC UTILITIES

MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 25, 2009

EMERGENCY SPECIAL OPEN MEETING

Pursuant to Section 2.02 of the Open Meetings Act, a Bench Meeting of the Commerce Commission was convened by Chairman Box at 11:00 a.m. on February 25, 2009 in the Springfield Office of the Commission.  Present in Springfield were:  Commissioners Elliott, Ford and Chairman Box.  Present in Chicago via video teleconference were:  Commissioners Lieberman and O’Connell-Diaz.

	
	08-0363
	Northern Illinois Gas Company  

  d/b/a Nicor Gas Company 

(Tariffs filed April 29, 2008)

Proposed general increase in natural gas rates.



	Topics of discussion included:  ALJ Sainsot stated Nicor Gas Company has filed a Motion for Oral Argument; there have been no other requests for Oral Argument at this time; however, Briefs on Exceptions are due today, so more could come in by the end of the day; once she reviews the Briefs on Exceptions, she will have a better idea of who is requesting Oral Argument and what the issues will be; the parties have already agreed not to file Reply Briefs on Exceptions; Chief ALJ Wallace said the administrative rules state the Commission must give seven days notice before Oral Argument, but there is no statutory deadline to cancel it; if a notice is sent out, the issues do not have to accompany the notice; those could arrive at a later date; the final Order is due March 25; ALJ Sainsot hopes to have it for review to the Commission on or about March 6 for discussion at the March 11th Bench meeting. 
Since a final Order has not been entered, Chairman Box and Commissioners Elliott, Ford and Lieberman were not prepared to determine whether Oral Argument is needed at this point; Commissioner O’Connell-Diaz thinks we could schedule Oral Argument, review the ALJs’ PEPO, and send out another notice with issues deemed appropriate in the final Order; Chairman Box agreed to set Oral Argument for March 17 at 1:30 p.m. 
Commissioner Ford made a Motion to Schedule Oral Argument for March 17 at 1:30 p.m.  Commissioner Elliott seconded the Motion.  All present voted aye on the Motion.


The meeting was adjourned.

