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ICC Approves Rail Safety Improvements at BNSF Grade Crossings in Hinsdale
The Illinois Commerce Commission has granted approval for the installation of constant warning time (CWT) control circuitry, improved gate systems and in-pavement trapped vehicle detection loops at the Garfield Avenue, Washington Street, Lincoln Street, Monroe Street and Stough Street rail crossings of the BNSF Railway’s track in Hinsdale, Du Page County.
This work will also require the installation of CWT time circuitry at the Highlands Station, Park Avenue, and Vine Street pedestrian crossings.  

As part of the project, the BNSF Railway and Village of Hinsdale will install a four quadrant gate system, including in-pavement trapped vehicle detection loops, at the Monroe Street grade crossing as a demonstration project.  BNSF will also install a new surface at the Monroe Street crossing. 
The total estimated cost for the safety improvements is $5,671,351, due to the presence of three mainline tracks, excessive train volumes (160 freight and passenger trains per day), 79 mph train speeds, and extensive underground conduit and cable work.  

The Grade Crossing Protection Fund (GCPF) will be used to pay for $2,439,048 (48 percent) of the CWT installation costs, and $320,000 (100 percent) of the construction costs for the four quadrant gates and trapped vehicle detection loops at the Monroe Street crossing.  The BNSF will be responsible for the remainder of the CWT costs and future maintenance at all of the crossings.

The BNSF also will be responsible for the $270,000 cost to install a new surface at the Monroe Street crossing.  The Village of Hinsdale will be pay for all future maintenance costs associated with in-pavement vehicle detector loops that are part of the four quadrant gate system.
The total amount of GCPF assistance for this project is estimated to be $2,759,048.
All work is to be completed by June 30, 2010.

ABOUT THE GRADE CROSSING PROTECTION FUND (GCPF)

Project selection and management of GCPF highway-rail safety projects include safety improvements such as the installation of new warning systems, highway approach improvements and the construction/reconstruction of grade separation structures. The Commission administers the GCPF, which is funded by motor fuel tax money designated for rail safety improvements. The General Assembly appropriates $27 million annually for GCPF projects. 
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