News
from the Illinois Commerce Commission
Voice: Springfield. 217.782.5793  Chicago. 312.814.2850  FAX 217.524.0674   BBS 217.782.9233 http://www.icc.illinois.gov

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE









Contact:
Brian Sterling

August 13, 2008













Phone:

(312) 814-6653

ICC Approves Major Safety Improvements at Three Norfolk Southern Rail Crossings in Bellmont
The Illinois Commerce Commission has granted approval for the Norfolk Southern Railway to install new automatic flashing light signals and gates controlled by constant warning time control circuitry at the Free Trade Street, Main Street and Persimmon Street highway-rail grade crossings in the Village of Bellmont, Wabash County.  The ICC also approved the voluntary closure of the Oak Street grade crossing.

The total estimated cost for installation of automatic warning devices is $667,640.  The Grade Crossing Protection Fund (GCPF) will be used to pay 90 percent of the signal installation costs, not to exceed $600,876. Norfolk Southern Railway (NS) will all remaining installation costs.  The NS will also pay all costs associated with the main track crossing surface improvements at Main Street and Persimmon Street, as well as all costs associated with removing the crossing surface, Crossbuck warning signs, roadway approaches, and re-grading at Oak Street. 
The GCPF also will be used to pay the Village of Bellmont an incentive of $50,000 for the voluntary closure of the Oak Street crossing.

The Village of Bellmont will pay 100% of the costs for the highway approach improvements at the Free Trade Street crossing, estimated at $48,498, as well as all costs to widen the existing crossing surface to accommodate the new, wider roadway approaches.  The Village will also pay 100% of the costs for advance warning pavement markings at Main Street, widening and rehabilitating the non railroad-owned siding track crossing surface at Persimmon Street, and all costs related to vacation and closure of the Oak Street crossing, including erection and future maintenance of any necessary permanent traffic barriers and/or signage.
All work is to be completed by February 13, 2010.
ABOUT THE GRADE CROSSING PROTECTION FUND (GCPF)

Project selection and management of GCPF highway-rail safety projects include safety improvements such as the installation of new warning systems, highway approach improvements and the construction/reconstruction of grade separation structures. The Commission administers the GCPF, which is funded by motor fuel tax money designated for rail safety improvements. The General Assembly appropriates $27 million annually for GCPF projects. 
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