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        ICC Approves Major Bridge Project on Morgan Street in Rockford

The Illinois Commerce Commission has given approval for the removal and replacement of a bridge over the Rock River and the Illinois Railway tracks at Morgan Street in Rockford.


The existing bridge was constructed in 1916 and carries Morgan Street over the Rock River and the Illinois Railway tracks.  The structure was reconstructed in 1956, but a bridge condition report issued in 2000 recommended total replacement.   Included in the proposal submitted to the Commission by the City of Rockford were plans to consolidate the Illinois Railway tracks with the Chicago, Central and Pacific Railroad line near the bridge project in order to improve safety and reduce costs to the railroads.  The rail consolidation plan will also allow for the retirement of the Illinois Railway Bridge across the Rock River upstream from the Morgan Street Bridge.

The removal and replacement project is estimated to cost $38.5 million.   The Illinois Department of Transportation has allocated approximately $21.2 million from Illinois’ Major Bridge Program to support the project.  The Commission authorized $5 million from the Grade Crossing Protection Fund for the railroad consolidation plan improvements.   The city of Rockford will pay the remaining construction costs.

About the Grade Crossing Protection Fund (GCPF)

Project selection and management of GCPF highway-rail safety projects include safety improvements such as the installation of new warning systems, highway approach improvements and the construction or reconstruction of grade separation structures.   The Commission administers the GCPF, which is funded by motor fuel tax money designated for rail safety improvements.  The General Assembly appropriates $42 million annually for GCPF projects.
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